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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTO N 

AfVli 

Mey 12, 1972 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FIEES 
FROM: PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 

SUBJECT: GOP Leadership Meeting, Wednesday, April 12, 1972 


Henry led off the Congressional leadership meeting with his briefing: 

We had anticipated attack at the end of February; but massive attacks 
disrupted their timetable; their logistics buildup started in December; 
all winter they have been working, building roads through the DMZ; 
they have violated both the bombing halt understanding and the Geneva 
accords. The 325th division, the last one in North Vietnam is on the 
way down. Two divisions are in Laos, 11 others in South Vietnam. This 
is an all-out invasion. The equipment we have given the South Vietnames 
is largely defensive. They have bigger tanks and longer range guns. 
Their attack was preceded by the most massive artillery barrage of 
the war. All ground fighting today being done by the ARVN. 

They attacked because Vietnamization was succeeding, not because it 
was failing. If failing, they could have waited. Everything depends on 
this roll of the dice. Tet took many cities simultaneously. In 1968, 

80 percent of ground and all of air was our war; today, South Vietnam 
doing all ground fighting. Where then there were 85 percent V. C. doing 
the fighting; today it is 85 percent North Vietnamese. 

All ground fighting being done today by ARVN; over 50 percent of tatical 
air; American casualties last week were only 11. 

Some 144 enemy tanks have been destroyed, 30 percent of their tank 
force, said Henry, in two weeks. They have lost 7, 000 troops. Yet, 
there were only two days when we could fly in the northern provinces at 
all. Only issue left at negotiations -- "Will U. S. put a Communist 
Government into power in Saigon? " Will we end this war by joining 
our enemies against our friends? 
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What the enemy desires is a "Government of National Concord. " 

What the enemy wants is for us to do something for them they cannot 
do for themselves. What the enemy seeks is to inflict such a defeat 
on the ARVN that the GVN collapses. And create so much turmoil 
in this country that we will collapse. Then they will go into negotiations. 
They answered our proposals with a buildup; our overtures with an 
invasion. They attacked because they no longer believed time was on 
their side. 

At present we have s ent six additional tac air squadrons, and 
supplemented the B-52s. 

The President observed, "When the weather gets good, I wouldn’t 
want to be in North Vietnam. " The President also emphasized the 
Soviet role in the current invasion -- indicating that they are aiding 
an army of one neighboring country to overthrow another. Restraint 
on our part in sending weapons to the South Vietnamese was probably 
a mistake the President stated. If this offensive succeeds said the 
President, you will have a more dangerous world, however, if at this 
point they fail, then they will have no other choice but to negotiate. If 
the "United States fails at this point, no President can go to Moscow, 
except crawling. " "If we fail, we won’t have a credible foreign policy. " 

Most of the remainder of the meeting dealt with a number of comments 
and discussions of how best to approach the issue in the public arena, 
and a number of negative comments on those who were demagogueing 
against the President's policy. 

Among statements the President made -- "We are going to do the right 
thing; politics be damned. " "We’re in constant touch with the Russians. " 
"Don’t get apologetic about negotiations." (The last was Henry’s comment 
who also said the Soviets acted for "brutal, short-sighted, tough reasons. 
They were sending $3 million a day to NVN; total aid runnirg to $800 
million to a billion a year. He charged the Russians with "total 
irresponsibility. " 

RN urged the legislators to constantly use the terms "invasion and 
Communist. ' 1 
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